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Tobacco since 1926 has been the most
valuable crop. The acreage devoted to
tobacco averages around 700,000 and the
yield ranges from 300,000,000 to 500,000,000
pounds. North Carolina is the leading to-
bacco state of the Union, practically all her
crop being of the bright-leaf, flu-cured types,
going mainly into the manufacture of
cigarette and pipe smoking tobacco. Wheat
is second to corn among the cereals, about
4,000,000 bushels being harvested each year.
Other products of importance include pea-
nuts, Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes, oats,
hay, orchard fruits, and a large variety of
vegetables. North Carolina is primarily a
crop producing state. However, livestock is
of increasing importance and dairying has
become a profitable industry, especially in
the Piedmont area.
The Piedmont plateau and the upper
coastal plains contain the choice farm land
of the state. The mountain counties contain
much valuable farm land and the extreme
eastern part of the state, only a small part
of which is cultivated, would be highly pro-
ductive if the land were drained.
Manufactures. The rivers of the Pied-
mont and mountain regions furnish an abun-
dance of water power, North Carolina rank-
ing third among the states in electric power
generated by streams. Since 1890 manufac-
turing interests have been rapidly developed
and the annual output of manufactured
products is more than one billion dollars.
The two leading industries are textiles and
tobacco. There are more than 500 textile
mills in the state employing 125,000 workers
and consuming each year around 1,300,000
bales of cotton, or more cotton than is con-
sumed by the textile mills of any other state.
The tobacco industry ranks first in the state
in value of output, the amount being above
$500,000,000 a year. North Carolina manu-
factures two-thirds of all the cigarettes
made in the United States and is far ahead
of any other state in the manufacture of
tobacco. Since two-thirds of the state is in
forest, lumbering is a very important source
of income throughout the entire state. The
furniture industry is also very important,
North "Carolina being among the leaders in
this respect. Tar, pitch and turpentine, for
which the state was once famous, are no
longer of much importance. Other industries
of importance are cottonseed oil and cake
flour, tlie tanning and curing of leather, and
 the manufacture of fertilizer. North Caro-
lina ranks high among the states in the
value of manufactured products and, except
for Texas with her vast petroleum industry,
is first in the South.
Transportation and Commerce. North
Carolina has four railway systems: the At-
lantic Coast Line, the Southern, the Norfolk
Southern and the Seaboard Air Line. There
are also a number of less important lines
and branches. The total mileage exceeds
5,200. Wilmington is the chief port of the
state. It is an important port of call for
both coastwise and transatlantic ships. The
entire eastern part of the state is well sup-
plied with inland waterways. North Caro-
lina with more than 5,000 miles of hard
surfaced highways and all told around 55,-
000 miles of roads in her state highway sys-
tem is unsurpassed in highway facilities and
in highway administration. All roads in
North Carolina are maintained by the state.
Government. The legislature consists of
fifty senators and 120 representatives, all
elected for two years. The legislature meets
biennially. At the head of the executive
department is the governor; assisting him
are an executive counsel, a lieutenant gov-
ernor, a secretary of state, an auditor, a
treasurer, a superintendent of public in-
struction, an attorney-general, each elected
for four years, except the executive counsel
who is appointed by the governor. These
officers except the executive counsel, the
lieutenant-governor and attorney general,
constitute a council of state, which acts in
an advisory relation to the governor. The
latter has no veto power but he does make
many appointments of importance, and as
director of the budget has strict control over
the fiscal affairs of the state. The courts
consist of a supreme court, comprising a
chief justice and four associates, superior
courts, district courts and justices of the
peace. A superior court is required to hold
sessions in each county at least twice a year.
Local courts are established in counties,
towns and cities by the legislature, accord-
ing to the needs of the different localities.
Education. During the period preceding
the Civil War, North Carolina ranked well
in educational matters. For many years fol-
lowing the Civil War she ranked among the
last states in this respect. Since 1890, the
state has made rapid strides educationally
and now has an excellent public school sys-

